Chelsea & Fulham HOG News

On Sunday March 26th Chelsea & Fulham
HOG held the British Summertime HOG
roast down at Warr’s.

Despite the grim weather forecast the day
turned out nice and many members
dusted off their leathers, cranked up their
cycles and came on down to sample the
delicious grub and chill out to the great jazz
band.

The first in a series of C&F events planned
for this riding season got underway at about
11 and by lunchtime the joint was rocking.

For many it was their first taste of C&F
hospitality since they became proud Harley
owners, and  judging by  their
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house wines. As well as Chelsea &
Fulham HOG, the Chiltern Hills Chapter,
captained by Bob Nash, came on down and | President Bill Clinton turned up at the Harley-Davidson manufacturing
were most welcome. facility in York, Pennsylvania to deliver a speech about defending free trade
and supporting export growth.

If you didn’t make it down to join in the fun
(why not?) you can check out some of the | Nearly 3,000 Harley employees heard first-hand what Clinton had to say about
days action by going to the C&F HOG sec- | the Motor Company and International trade.

tion at www.warrs.co.uk where you can see
some more pictures from the event. Clinton, wearing a Harley-Davidson black and orange race jacket spent near-
ly four hours touring the facility and talking with workers. He eventually depart-
Don't forget to get your C&F members | ed the plant aboard a very large, expensive chopper—The Air Force one heli-
patches sewn on in time for the riding | copter!

season. Available on line or from Warr’s,

Get down at the HOG Roast

they make great leathers even better! Clinton is the second U.S. President to visit Harley. Former President Ronald
Reagan came to the facility back in 1987, to celebrate the company’s
success.
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HARLEY-DAVIDSON

Where does the term "HOG"
come from when applied in
Harley circles?

Well a long time ago, in fact
back in the twenties Harley-
Davidson had a unique
racing team.

These were the days before
paved circuits. Races were con-
ducted on high speed board
track ovals with
banking of up to 60 degrees.

It was dangerous and dirty work
but the  rewards were high.
Being a racer was akin to being
a football star today and the cir-
cuits attracted huge crowds with
every self respecting
American town
having their own board track.

Harley-Davidson were the kings
of board track racing. Their team
were known as the "Wrecking
Crew" and they
consistently out performed their
many rivals with feats of skill and
high speed daring.

Early on, one of the team mem-
bers began bringing a baby pig
dressed in harley garb to the
race track. Ralph Weishaar car-
ried the piglet, whose name was
"Hog," around among the spec-
tators between races.

The piglet became the crew’s
mascot and is credited with elic-
iting the use of the term "Hog"
when talking about Harley-
Davidson.

In the 1930’s Harleys were made in Japan!

In 1931 Harley-Davidson licensed a Japanese chemical factory to manufacture a big twin
using factory blueprints of the VL models of the time. Harley could then sell to the bike hun-
gry Japanese and bypass the stiff import tariffs on foreign goods.

Where did Choppers originate?
Back in the early sixties custom car photographers noticed how bobbed bikes with long mil-
itary sprung forks looked dynamic and stylish when photographed from a low angle.

It wasn't long before bike builders picked up on this and began to emulate the look by
extending the forks to give a longer look.

The extended fork chopper looked cool, thus fanning the flames of popularity and encour-
aged builders to keep making their forks longer and longer.

How fast is the fastest Harley?
Harley-Davidson used to manufacture drone jets for target practice by fighter aircraft. Flying
at speeds up to 700 mph these were without doubt the fastest H-D'’s.

However the true claimant was the late great Harley team racer of the early seventies Cal
Rayborn. He piloted a bullet shaped Harley streamliner on Bonneville Salt flats in Utah, to a
record breaking 265.492 mph. He used a Sportster engine and methanol fuel to power him
and crashed two times in the attempt. In the end, laying on his back in the missile and unable
to see anything but a black line painted on the desert floor which he had to follow, he cracked
the world record and rightfully earned a place in the Harley ~ history books.




